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that, if a candidate in an election address declares
that he is in favour of household suffrage or woman
suffrage, and is afterwards elected, he has a mandate
to vote for it, but not otherwise ? And, if so, how
many election addresses, containing such references,
and how many returns, constitute a Mandate to the
entire House of Commons ? Again, assuming the
Mandate to have been obtained, how long is it in
force ? The House^of Commons may sit for seven
years under the Septennial Act; but the strict law
has hardly ever prevailed, and in the great majority
of cases the House of Commons has not lasted for
nearly the whole period. May it give effect to its
Mandate in its fourth, or fifth, or sixth Session, or
must an alteration of the Constitution be the earliest
measure to which a Parliament commissioned to deal
with it must address itself ?

These unsettled questions formed the staple of the
controversy which raged among us for months, but
the prominence which they obtained is not in the
very least arbitrary or accidental. The question of
the amount and nature of the notice which the
electoral body shall receive of an intended change in
the Constitution; the question whether anything
like a " Mandate " shall be given by that body to the
Legislature ; the question whether existing consti-
tuencies shall have full jurisdiction over proposed con-
stitutional innovation ; the question of the majority